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The Whole Wide World...

As I sit to write this newsletter message our Prime Minister 
has just announced that DFAT have raised their Travel 
Advice to Level 4, Do Not Travel, for the whole world due to 
the COVID-19 virus.  The whole, wide world!  It was a jaw-
dropper for me, a once in a lifetime moment, a Princess 
Di, Steven Irwin, September 11 kind of deal.  It really is an 
unprecedented event.  The whole world is out of bounds, 
we can’t go anywhere!

And yet here we sit, at our desks or in our workplaces, kind of okay.  People 
around us aren’t dropping like flies, our world is pretty much still normal.  
Supermarkets are emptying, business is slowing, parents are keeping a few 
extra kids at home, sport is off, but mostly life goes on.  And we wait.

I reckon it’s like putting on sunscreen before we go out to spend the day in the 
yard.  We are sitting inside, finishing our morning coffee on a sunny, January 
Saturday and lathering up with our favourite 50+.  We grab the hat and head out 
towards the back yard to face the inevitable barrage of UV rays for the next 6 or 
8 hours.  Right now we are not getting burnt, the sun is not at its brightest nor 
the day its hottest.  But it’s coming so we lather up.

I kind of think as we get into April, the Easter Holidays and beyond we will be 
getting into the ‘heat of the day’ so to speak.  It is really important right now to 
take all the right steps to prevent getting metaphorically ‘burnt’.  To re-apply as 
the day heats up, to keep on digging, to stay out in the sun and be as protected 
as we can while we take on the challenges ahead of us.  

And it’s going to be a long day, this isn’t going away soon, so we have to mow, 
we have to get the work done.  It’s not a passing shower, we can’t sit it out, we 
need to lather up, be coronavirus safe, and take it on, along with everyone else 
on the planet, the whole, wide world.

Eventually the afternoon will cool, the sun will set, we will all wander back inside, 
grab a cold drink and rest, mindful of what we have accomplished and with how 
we have emerged.

Everything is changing so quickly.  We don’t know where it will end.  Thankfully 
our foundation is built upon The Rock, He who does not change, our ever-
present help in time of need.  He has the whole, wide world in His hands, He is 
with us and for us, His law is love and His gospel is peace.

So, lather up folks, we have work to do.

Shane Altmann
Principal



SECONDARY SCHOOL     
STATE VOLLEYBALL PLAYER - Congratulations to Year 8 student Giselle Pietrobon 
who has been representing Queensland in Beach Volleyball this week. Giselle is relatively 
new to Volleyball and through excellent effort and hard work is doing amazing things.

The whole College community is really proud of your achievements Giselle, well done!

STUDENTS CREATING POSITIVITY - It has been a challenging few weeks globally so 
it was really nice for our students to turn up to school on Monday to positive messages 
stuck to their lockers. This was part of the “Bullying No Way” activities. Thank you to all the 
students involved. We are blessed to have such thoughtful students making our College a 
more positive place to be. 

BULLYING NO WAY DAY - National Day of Action against Bullying and Violence – Friday, 20 March
Students across the College will be joining together to take 
a stand against bullying and violence.  There will be a few 
activities and learning opportunities for students on the day to 
reflect on the ways we support one another and show care 
in our school community.  This Friday across both campuses 
we will be marking this day by having a ‘themed dress day’.  
Student are invited to be creative and express themselves in 
the colour orange and wear crazy socks.  

This day will be lots of fun but the message of standing together to say NO to bullying is a serious message 
that every member of our community can help to promote.  The website https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/ 
provides great resources to families and schools to help our young people when faced with these challenges.  

MATHS AT FAITH JOINS THE REAL WORLD - This year we have been doing Mathematics differently 
in Years 8 - 10. Instead of focusing on straight content and questions from the textbook our students have 
been learning about shape and measurement through a contextualised project based learning approach. 
This included different year levels learning the skills through things like orienteering, house design, 
sustainability in packaging and theme park planning.  Students had to design a theme park using theory 
related to shapes and measurement under a series of strict parameters. They then had to collaborate as a 
class to put them all together. We are really excited about the engagement of students in Mathematics and 
believe our students have really benefitted from this more student centred approach to learning.

KOKODA CHALLENGE - The event may be postponed till later in the year and group training has been 
cancelled due to the COVID-19. But up until this week our students had been doing lots of things to prepare 
for the Kokoda Challenge 48km Event. On Saturday morning a small group of these students along with 
two teachers did a 23km training walk in preparation for the longer walk. It’s fantastic to see how much our 
students and teachers give of their time for each other. It’s what makes our school so special.

UNIFORM CHANGE - To support the approach of social distancing we are making a change to the 
uniform change policy at the College until further notice.  

Students are currently expected to change once during the day if they have a sports lesson.  From tomorrow 
onwards we are permitting students to wear their sports uniform to and from school on any day they are 
participating in a sports lesson.  This will eliminate the need for classes to use the change rooms before 
or after sport classes.  Please note: this change only applies for days when students have a sports lesson.  
For all other days students are expected to wear their formal uniform as usual.

COVID-19 INFORMATION - Please keep an eye out for emails updating families about the College’s 
response to the ever evolving situation. The Secondary teachers are very strongly positioned to be able 
to deliver learning activities in the event of a shutdown and have been preparing for this over the last few 
weeks. We are here for our students and want the best for them. If you have any questions or concerns 
about things please contact the College.

Stuart Needham - Head of Secondary School



JUNIOR SCHOOL     
One of the things I love about Faith is our community! In amongst the many changes we are undertaking as 
a school and society at the moment, there is still so much joy and learning happening around our campus. 
Our kids are embracing new protocols, supportive to friends, understanding how to keep our environment 
and others safe and still excited about the next lesson and what they may learn. Thank you to all the families 
who are giving us words of encouragement and supporting us. It is at times like these that we get the 
strength from our community to shine. 

TOMORROW IS BULLYING NO WAY DAY and the kids are excited about dressing up and still being 
able to take part in some class activities as we remind our community of how to treat others. Our school 
leaders have designed their first ever ‘virtual assembly’ and shared this with kids this afternoon so that 
important routines are not missed out on. This is just another example of the inquisitive, curious and out of 
the box thinking that Faith kids take part in! In the midst of challenge there is courage, care, commitment, 
common sense and courtesy – our 5C’s truly are evident in our student body!

2021 ENROLMENTS – Places are filling fast! We are currently interviewing for Prep 2021 and other 
vacancies that exist in some year levels. If you have not enrolled your child yet, please do so as soon 
as possible to ensure there is a place for them. If you know of a family that would love to join the Faith 
community, please encourage them to apply now so that they do not miss out on a place. 

Jodi Blackwell and Greg Tagney

JUNIOR SCHOOL 5C AWARDS
CARE Emma-Rose Byrne (1N), Julien Coates (1G), Elayna Hood (1G), Mackenzie 

Webber (1G), Alicia Graham (2G), Ella Currin (3N), Oliver Stokes (3W), Alesha 
Culley (4N), Cooper Baxter-Andrews (5G), Harry Chase (5G), Leni Mila (6W)

COURAGE Alice Clements (1W), Bridgette Christensen (2W), Jack Schuller (2G), Byron 
Grant (2G), Jasmine Rietberg (2G), Mathilde Ross (4W), Aaliyah Miles (4W), 
Cooper Baxter-Andrews (5G), Savannah Neumann (5G), Hayden Cadman

COMMITMENT Jayden Hall (1N), Kylie van Heerden (2G), Poppy Barrago (2G), Mark Hill (4W), 
James Stevenson (5N), Joshua Rodwell (5N), Alex Sumer (5N), Lorelai Bradic 
(5G), Natalie McDonald (5G), Matia Fronis (6W), Bradley Hooker (6W), Joel 
Dodd (6W)

COURTESY Charlotte Whittington (1N), Emma-Rose Bryne (1N), Jamie Trussler (1N), 
Giuliana Totojesko (1G), Max Bernard (2W), Sofia Diggins (2W), Ruby Phillips 
(3N), Oliver La Rosa (4W), Nate Zordan (5N), Alex Sumer (5N), Jackson Goong 
(5N), Natalie McDonald (5G), Lorelai Bradic (5G)

COMMONSENSE Alicia Graham (2G), Ryan Dobbie (3W), Matthew Helmrich (3W)

AWARDS

JUNIOR SCHOOL CLASS AWARDS
1N Jamie Trussler, Patsy Renete, Madison- Lee 

Briebach, Emma-Rose Byrne
4N Max Rhodes, Chloe O’Donnell, Roman Morant, 

Addison Lahiff
1W Ishan Vinod, Oliver Bickell, Lillian 

Greenstock, Georgie Ramage
4W Tiana Pospisil, Lucas Antonieff, Lily Kenny, 

Mark Hill
1G Stella Goble, Ava Penny, McKenzie Welch, 

Tyler Kotynski
5N Jordan Arriagada, Samuel Newland, Amelia 

Bausch, Madisyn Imber
2W Colette Svensen, Cohen Dillon, Samuel 

Weber, Michael Campbell
5G Harry Chase, Ben McLatchie, Hayden 

Cadman, Chris Blockley
2G Marli Teunis, Keshav Tandon, Lachlan 

Willis, Alicia Graham
6W Paige Forshaw, Coby Lucas, Corey Cox, Molly 

Mackenzie
3N Joshua Wyllie-Smith, Georgia Knijff, 

Nathaniel Thiganoff, Olivia Kovacevic
6G Mia Horn, Noah McGinn, Ariah Sandbek, 

Javier Payano
3W Isabella Ewart, Ryan Dobbie, Eli Hartshorn, 

Scarlet Goodwin, Hayden Jocumsen



Online orders for the upcoming school photos are now open!
• Order online at www.studiokirby.com.au/schools
• Enter School Code FLC20
• Once the Pack selection has been made, please enter the Student ID Number 

(this can be found on parent lounge)
• For Sibling orders please include SIB in front of the individual ID
• If the student ID is unknown please enter KIRBY and type in the Student name 

and class in the required field
• Codes are case sensitive 
• All orders placed after midnight Friday, 8 May 2020 will automatically incur an $18 late fee 

COLLEGE PHOTOS

The FLAT Vanuatu team would like to extend a massive thank you to everyone who made our Trivia Night 
an amazing success. We are still finalising figures but are so much closer to achieving our fundraising 
goal. The night would not have been the success it was, without our generous sponsors and our wonderful 
Faith community. Please support these businesses as they are wonderful supporters of our College.  Our 
students, staff and P&FA all came together to ensure that a wonderful night was had by all. 

COMMUNITY NEWS

MUSIC

SPORT NEWS
JUNIOR SCHOOL 
Our SLAPS students faced tough competition yesterday at St Peters 
Lutheran College.  Our students gave it their all and swam to the 
best of their abilities. We got some 1st, 2nds and 3rds in Age groups 
and overall Faith came 3rd in Division 2.   All our students displayed 
great pride in their school cheering for all who competed.  We are 
very proud of our Faith students for displaying such great 5C values.

Two of our students have experienced sporting success since the last 
newsletter, with Sienna Toussaint (Year 7) being selected for the Bayside 
District 10-12 Girls AFL team, and Anneliese Neary (Year 9) making it 
into the Metropolitan East Regional 13-14 Girls AFL team which will play 
at the State Championship in Mackay next term. Many congratulations 
to these girls!

As you will now be aware, the COVID-19 issue has meant that extra-
curricular sport is currently on hold, however, exciting plans are still 
being pursued for next term. These include having teams registered for the Bill Turner Cup and 
Trophy (Soccer), the Vicki Wilson Cup and Shield (Netball), and the T20 Secondary School Cricket 
Challenge. All of these will be played in addition to our Active@Faith Netball and Touch.

MIDDLE SCHOOL STATE HONOURS ENSEMBLE PROGRAM 2020
Congratulations to 15 students from Year 6 - 8 who were nominated by their tutors to participate in the MS 
SHEP program at the Qld Conservatorium of Music. 

Well done to Marley Coleman, Eliza Daffy, Matilda Eberhard, Sophie Ross, Lauren Dundon and Isobel 
Daffy who were offered reserve positions. Congratulations to Harriet Knijff, Hannah Pratsch, Sierra Fringer, 
Victoria Knijff, Deanna Turk, Charlotte Boyce, Amelia Pratsch and Rachael Hirst who were successful in 
their nominations.  

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC LESSONS AND ENSEMBLES
As per Mr Altmann’s email to families earlier this week all Choir and Ensemble rehearsals at both Beveridge 
and Link Road are cancelled until further notice.  Instrumental Music lessons will continue as timetabled.  
If this situation changes, we will advise accordingly.  If your child misses an Instrumental Music Lesson, 
please email their tutor or Mrs Altmann to advise. Students are encouraged to continue to practice their 
parts for ensemble and their individual repertoire so that rehearsals can resume when directed.  








